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From the Pastor’s Pen

     I love Andy Williams’ classic Christmas song “It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year!” Staples had fun with the same 
song using it in a commercial where parents are shopping for 
back to school supplies. The faces on the 
kids (frowning and pouting) versus the 
parents smiling and dancing while Andy 
Williams sings “It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year!” is hilarious! I under-
stand, on some level, how moms and dads 
are happy to send their little ones back 
to school. However, I think it is the most 
wonderful time of the year, not because 
kids are going back to school, but rather 
because the “church year” kicks off again. 
Here in New England, summers are short 
and so we treasure them. We enjoy every 
warm, sunny day - including Sundays. 
Now, however, as the temperatures begin 
to fall a little, the leaves start to turn, we start wearing sweat-
shirts, and the New York Jets begin their quest for another 
Super Bowl victory, our Sunday focus begins to turn back to 
church.

     There are so many opportunities to grow, worship, and serve 
here at South Church. South Church Women meet every 
Wednesday from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm in the Bryant Room. 
There are a variety of crafts available make or just come for 
fellowship. Sewing Smiles meets on the first Saturday of 
every month from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm in the Elmore Room. 
This ministry supports our Haiti Mission with dresses for girls, 
dolls for all children, pants for boys, skirts and freedom bags 
for women, pencil cases and backpacks for school supplies. 
You do not need to know how to sew. You can do other things. 

Everyone is invited, come for the morning, afternoon, or all 
day! Holy Scrap! is a scrapbooking group that meets every 
Tuesday of the month from 3:00 pm to 8:30 pm in the Elmore 

Room. If you want to learn how to scrap-
book, we will help you get started. We have 
lots of tools and supplies to share. Cook-
ing With Christ meets on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30 pm beginning in Octo-
ber. You will learn to cook delicious and 
simple recipes and desserts as well as fel-
lowship together and share a devotional. 
You can serve by joining our Sparrow 
Ministry every Saturday morning from 
6:30 am to 9:00 am in Gray Hall. We feed 
those in our community who are hungry 
both physically and spiritually. All are wel-
come! You can also help by serving our sis-
ter church in Camp Perrin, Haiti, through 

our M25 ministry. We need people to travel with us to Haiti 
every year as well as some who are willing to serve as a part 
of “Mission Control” here at South Church. Our Tree of Life 
ministry reaches out to women who contemplated abortion, 
but chose life instead! We love them. Walk beside them during 
their pregnancy and first year of their child’s life, and help 
however and wherever we can. If you want to go deeper into 
God’s Word, join us for Iron Men on Tuesdays at 5:30 pm, 
Experiencing God! on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm, or 
Ladies 2:52 on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm.

     September 16 is Rally Day here at South Church, and for me, 
that means it is the most wonderful time of the year!

     Pastor Adam

Looking for “EMTs” at SCC

     We will be finishing the evangelism training in early October. After that, we are 
seeking those who are interested in being EMTs - joining our Evangelism Minis-
try Team. We will be hitting the streets of Hartford, ready to share the gospel and 
invite people to come to South Church. Jesus said, “Go into all the world and 
preach the Good News to everyone” (Mark 16:15), and we are responding 
beginning this fall with South Church EMTs. If you want to help, please contact me. 
pastoradam@scchartford.org
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More Interesting Puritan 
(Congregationalist) Facts

• Puritan women, though they did not receive a college education, were generally literate and often well read. The only re-
spectable female vocation in Puritan America was managing a household. However, that “household” generally included 
large numbers of children, servants, apprentices, and even single men who were required to live with families. (Sounds more 
like the CEO of a small business to me!)

• There was no religious freedom in New England. Quakers and Baptists were often forced to pay higher taxes or were ban-
ished.

• Puritans called Rhode Island “the latrine of New England” because it permitted all sorts of religious beliefs and made no 
religious requirements for citizenship.

• Wampanoag (the Native American tribe that helped the pilgrims survive the first winter 
and taught them how to plant local varieties of produce) children learned important stories 
and lessons from their parents and other elders in the tribe. They were taught to respect 
elders and ancestors, and to live in harmony with nature. At eleven years old, boys were 
initiated into manhood. This rite included being blindfolded and taken into the wilderness 
to survive on their own for several months.

               Pastor Adam

Imani Milele Children’s Choir

    What a night we had on Monday, July 30! The Imani Milele Children’s Choir 
concert was amazing! Over one hundred and thirty people in our Meeting House en-
joyed inspirational and inspiring songs, dancing, and drumming. Added to that was a 
personal testimony of Olivia Nabulime, one of the first three orphans rescued. The 
Imani Milele organization helped Olivia fulfill some of her life’s goals. She graduated 
college with a degree in social work and now works for Imani Milele.

     As you may know, Pastor Adam and Renée are patiently waiting for a grandchild, 
but it has not yet been a part of God’s plan. Monday night 
they decided to take matters into their own hands by sponsoring a young girl from one of the Imani 
Milele orphanages. Sauda Naula is fifteen years old, the fifth born of ten children in her family. She 
loves school so much and believes it is her only way to a bright future. Therefore, he is determined 
to do whatever it takes to fulfill her dream of being a teacher. What keeps standing in her way is lack 
of tuition because her parents do not have the resources. They are poor sharecroppers who rent a 
small piece of land and grow as much as they can. The money earned is often insufficient to cover 
most of the family necessities. The fact that there are ten children worsens the situation. Now that 
Pastor Adam and Renée are sponsoring our new “granddaughter,” Sauda will be able to go to school 

regularly. Praise God! Winston Paul, Vicki Huffman, and Lauren Pouliot sponsored Imani Milele children as well. If you 
are interested, please visit: wwwimanimilele.com.

     We look forward to having them back in 2019! If you were not able to go this 
time, do not miss it next year!

Imani Milele 
means

always believe
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September Sermons

“Where Is Grandma?”

September 02                   Psalms 19:1-6

Is there something else? When this life is over, what happens 
next? The answer to that question is right in front of our eyes, 
but still, many cannot see it.

“Frankl’s Find”

September 09               Deuteronomy 30:19-20

God gave us freewill. That means we have the ability to choose. 
This includes choosing our responses.

Sermon Series: Mom E-mails
“Women at the Last Supper?”

September 16                  Luke 2:41-47 
             
Is it possible that there were women at the Last Supper as 
well? I think there is good reason to believe there were. Men 
and women celebrated the Passover together since God cre-
ated it in Egypt. However, they were not allowed to come to 
Jesus’ Passover in Jerusalem?

Sermon Series: Mom E-mails
“The Full Gospel”

September 23                  Acts 18:24-26 

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna funded Jesus’ minis-
try. Priscilla and Aquila taught Apollos about were co-workers 
with Paul. Mary the mother of Jesus and several other women 
were in the upper room at Pentecost. Women were highly in-
volved in ministry with Jesus, but not allowed to come to His 
Seder meal at Passover?

Sermon Series: Mom E-mails
“The Asterisk*”

September 30             John 13:1-5

The only ones present at the crucifixion, except for John, were 
women. Only the women were faithful to Jesus until the end. 
In addition, who arrived at the tomb first? Three women. Who 
were the first human beings to witness a resurrected Christ? 
Women. However, they were not allowed to come to Jesus’ 
Seder meal at Passover?

October Sermons

Sermon Series: Who Is God?
“Zebra Art”

October 07                   Genesis 1:1-5

What does God look like? Can we see Him? Has anyone ever 
seen Him? Someone once said that if Zebras painted a picture 
of God, He would have stripes.

Sermon Series: Who Is God?
“We Is God”

October 14                       John 1:1-9

The Shema is a Jewish prayer said twice daily (morning and 
evening). It begins, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4; KJV). So, the LORD is one. 
Yes. I thought God was Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Yes. Huh?

Sermons Series: Who Is God?
“Always and Forever”

October 21          1 Timothy 1:15-17 
                 
Einstein’s Theory of General Relativity, published in 1916, 
suggested that the universe had not always existed. This led to 
the Big Bang Theory. According to the theory, all space, time, 
and energy came into existence together in that “bang.” What 
caused that? Hmmm... I think I know.

Sermon Series: Who Is God?
“The Omni’s”

October 28               Psalm 139:1-12           

God is all knowing, and all-powerful. He is also here, there, 
and everywhere. A Psalm 139 says, “I can never escape from 
your Spirit! I can never get away from your presence!” This 
means we can run, but we cannot hide. You’re not trying to 
hide, are you?

REMINDER: All of the sermons are

on the South Church website!

Upcoming Sermons
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Children & Family Ministry

     Hi friends! “Come and see what our God has done, what awesome miracles he performs for people.” Psalm 
66:5. Miracles are still happening all around us, and when we open our spiritual eyes we will see them. The summer has been 
a whirlwind of activity in the Children and Family Ministry department! We began the summer with two weeks of the Hartford 
Project, which involved hundreds of youth who came and stayed at South Church and served our community, including right 
here at South! Many groups helped prepare for our VBS by painting scenery and making props to create a beachfront atmo-
sphere for our children. Our week at Lakeside Christian Camp was wonderful as Miss Renée and I took 21 kids from 7-12 years 
old to camp. Several children prayed to receive Christ that week and others reaffirmed their faith! We ended July with our “Mir-
acles on the Beach” Vacation Bible School. Over 50 children and youth participated to make for a very powerful week! Thanks 
so much to all who helped by sponsoring kids for camp, donating snacks, helping decorate, and providing transportation to the 
various events. Check out the pictures of all of our summer fun!

     Currently the summer children’s program includes van transportation, teaching on the Proverbs, snacks, and fun times 
with friends. One of the gems from Proverbs, “Enthusiasm without knowledge is no good; haste makes mistakes.” 
Proverbs 19:2

     Now we are getting ready to kick off another wonderful year here in the Children and Family Ministry department. Rally Day 
will be Sunday, September 16. We will again be offering breakfast for our children and youth at 9:30am, Sunday school from 
10-11 am, followed by Solid Ground Worship and a time for fellowship in the Third Day program.

     Another event is the passing of the baton to my successor Moneca Liz. We desire for the transition to be seamless! She and 
her daughter Noelani have already participated over the summer in VBS. It is with great joy that I leave, celebrating all that 
God has done in our Children and Family Ministry over the seven years I’ve served the Lord here. Although I am leaving my paid 
position, I love South Church, it is my church and community where God has planted me. After a few months of rest, you will 
see me again to worship and serve as God directs. It is with love and thanks that I leave you, believing what Paul did for those he 
loved in Philippians 1:6 - “that He who began the good work within you, will be faithful to complete it!” Please 
welcome Moneca and her family with open arms and hearts!

Upcoming Events:

Sunday, September 16: Rally Day Family Picnic, 2:00-5:00pm at a local park (TBD)
Sunday, October 28: Trunk or Treat - Fall Family Celebration, 1:00-3:00pm at South Church

First Two Weeks in November: Baskets of Blessings - gathering items to bless families in need with Thanksgiving Dinner 

With joy in serving the Lord with you - 
           Vicki A. Huffman
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Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Fall is Coming!

    My favorite time of the year is Fall! I look forward to this 
time because of the colors, the apple cider doughnuts, the har-
vest feel and smells, and so much more! This fall is going to be 
full of change, growth, and insightful excitement to see what 
God will do at South with our youth.

     This summer was full and growth was evident, but sum-
mer also means numbers are up and down. My hope is that 
in September we will run solid as school begins for them. We 
will have our first senior, Haley Serrano, since I became 
youth pastor, and it has been exciting to see her grow into her 
faith. Next year she hopes to become an intern for Lakeside 
Christian Camp. As for the rest of our students, many will be in 
their second year of high school, while others are entering high 
school for the first time. Our middle school has grown, and my 
hope is that our new youth moving up from Miss Vicki’s minis-
try will connect into our youth group.

     That being said, a huge change is welcoming Moneca Liz 

as our new Director of Children and Family ministry. I am ex-
cited to see where God will lead us as a team to minister to our 
students. This will be a change for all of us, but let us come 
together and love on her and her family.

     My youth have been going through a series of studies: Next  
and Now. These studies are about helping them own their 
faith and share the faith by living it, and through evangelism. 
I am also teaching Bible Stories, articles that relate to them. 
Then we create opportunities to use these applications. Pray 
that as they grow that their faith does not waiver as they get 
challenged by the world.

    This fall my hope is to do a hay ride and maze again, trunk or 
treat, and hopefully more. I am also hoping that some people 
I met this summer will be joining my team as youth leaders. I 
ask that you pray for the ministry as it grows and the people I 
need will join our church or come and help. God is good, He is 
good all the time!

    Candido Montijo

Perpetual Spires Lit in Loving Memory of...

September 16
Martha Barnard Derick

by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Derick Brash
on the anniversary of her birth

September 21
Helen Lorbeer Gray

by her children

September 22
Mrs. Henry Stanwood Atwood

September 26
Corinne Niver, my sister

by Joan Zito

October 2
Pauline K. Wirth Happ

by her family

October 3
Robert D. Dickson

by his wife and family

October 16
Mendall P. Thomas

by his family

October 17
Charles J. Horton

by his wife and family
&

Elizabeth Hyde
by South Church Women

October 18
Helen H. Hurlburt

on the anniversary of her birth
as bequeathed in her will

October 20
John M. Wallace

by the late A. S. Wallace

October 24
Mrs. Burdett H. Sloan

by her family

October 27
Ernest A. Dudley

by his family

Welcome Moneca!

     Our next director of Children and Family Ministry, Moneca Liz, be-
gins serving here at South Church on Rally Day September 16. She will learn 
alongside Miss Vicki until her retirement on November 18. Moneca was born 
and raised in Hartford, and will be a blessed addition to the SALT (Servant 
Leadership Team) here at South Congregational Church. We look forward to 
her husband Juan, and their children Rene, Noelani, Jacob, and Re-
becca all becoming a part of the South Church family. 

     Please introduce yourself and welcome them!
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Worship Times:
Traditional Service: 9:30 am

Solid Ground Service: 11:00 am

Food and Fellowship
Sunday mornings at 10:30 am

Gray Hall

facebook.com/SouthChurchHartford

Ryan Dafgek ~ Praise Team Leader 
Vicki Huffman ~ Director of Children & 

Family Ministry 
Darlene Lisella, Lynn Robertson ~ 

Greeters
Christine Macaluso ~ Choir Director

Christine Melson ~ Organist
Candido Montijo ~ Director of Youth & 

Young Adult Ministry
Rev. Adam Söderberg ~ Senior Pastor

An imperfect Christian 
community; loving, serving, and 
equipping an imperfect world.

03 - Gene Beaupre
         Marie Le Van (110)
04 - Michele Birbrau
05 - Karl Hahn
14 - Peg Barles
         Susan Elphick

15 - Alaura Howes
17 - Javon Delaine
18 - Brit Montijo
19 - Deborah Deschenes
23 - Madison Hammond
28 - Pat Rossi

01 - Janet Wallace
02 - Veronica Mingolelli
         Pastor Adam Söderberg
06 - Jack O’Connell
12 - Tessa Belcastro
13 - Lydia Ciccarello
        Jean Trzcinski

21 - Haley Serrano
22 - Jeffrey Savery
23 - Carlos Sanchez
24 - Colleen Jenkins
30 - Jessica Sasseville

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! HAPPY BIRTHDAY!


