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Pastor’s Page

     It is hard to believe, but I have been a pastor for twenty-one 
years now, twelve of those years here at South Church. I will 
turn fifty-five years old this year and as a result will finally qual-
ify to order off the senior’s menu at IHOP! I remember grow-
ing up in the late 60’s and early 70’s hearing a popular saying 
among young political activists of the time repeated over and 
over again that went, “Don’t trust anyone over 30!” My gosh, 
my three sons are now thirty-four, thirty-two, and thirty years 
old. (No. I still have no grandchildren. Keep praying, please.)
     This is not a lamentation. The Bible says, “The glory of 
the young is their strength; the gray hair of experience is the 
splendor of the old” (Proverbs 20:29). I have earned every one 
of my gray hairs, and I am proud of them. I am not complain-
ing about getting older. It is sim-
ply that, sometimes, as the years 
go quickly by for us we can tend 
to forget that they do for those 
around us as well.
     You see, when I first arrived 
here at South Church, a high 
percentage of the membership 
was in their late 60’s to middle 
70’s. In my mind, they have al-
ways remained so, but the reali-
ty is different. Many of them are 
now in their late 70’s to mid-80’s. I am not sure what causes 
this, but I am told it has something to do with the earth making 
an annual journey around the sun, and it affects all of us. I am 
starkly reminded of this every time I do a funeral for someone 
like Dr. Donald Bradley. When I got here, Doc was just begin-
ning to consider retirement. How did he suddenly turn 86?

     I will miss Doc, as I do all of those whose services I have been 
honored to perform. The truth is, however, it was not sudden. 
Doc did not just wake up one day to discover that he was half-
way to 90. It happens gradually, and it happens to all of us.
     We are blessed to have so many “seasoned citizens” here. I 
am now a “seasoned citizen” as well. (In fact, as I type this I am 
listening to music on my cassette player. Yes, I still have one 
that works!) As a newly “seasoned citizen” (I want to be gar-
lic. Who doesn’t love garlic bread!) I want us all to remember 
that as we look forward to the future of South Church, there is 
a wealth of wisdom and experience available to us. I pray we 
take advantage of it, for, before we know it, it is “suddenly” 
gone.

     In my previous life, as an 
employee of the United States 
Postal Service, 2018 was going 
to be an important year. I was 
going to retire this year. Yes, in 
October, I was going to start col-
lecting my Civil Service pension 
and never work again.
     I can no longer imagine re-
tirement. I am still learning. I 
am still in school! Besides, what 
would I do with myself? While 

there are many things in my life I would change, answering 
God’s call to pastoral ministry is not one of them. I love be-
ing your pastor. I am still excited about what God has in store 
for South Church.      
      
      Pastor Adam

Beginning in the first 
two weeks of May, South 
Church’s “Step Up!” pro-
gram will commence 
with the renovations of 

the brown stone steps at the Meeting House entrance. The Ar-
thur Vincent Company of Nyack, New York is the recipient of 
the project contract. Arthur Vincent & Sons Contracting 
Co. primarily operates in nonresidential construction, spe-
cializing and priding themselves in church renovations. This 
organization is a long-standing family owned business for over 

40 years, initially founded and specializing in building exterior 
waterproofing, and has expanded into full construction reno-
vations over the last 18 years. One of the many projects in their 
resume includes St. George Church in Bridgeport, Connecti-
cut. Arthur Vincent & Sons has completed smaller projects 
here at South Church, including numerous rain gutter repairs, 
brick re-facing, and painting of the Meeting House structure. I 
am excited and optimistic for the finished product at the com-
pletion of Arthur Vincent & Sons’ work. The project is expected 
to take approximately 90 days.
      Todd Case

Exciting News from our Site Superintendent!
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Interesting Puritan 
(Congregationalist) Facts

Enjoy some more facts about our congrega-
tional ancestors.

• H.L. Mencken once said, wrongly, 
“Puritanism is the haunting fear that 
someone, somewhere, may be happy.” 
On the contrary, Puritans read good 
books and enjoyed music. They drank 

beer with meals and rum 
at weddings. Puritans 
swam and skated, hunted 
and fished, and played at 
archery and bowling (as 
long as the games were 
not in a public tavern or 
on Sunday).

• Most weddings in New England were 
performed not by ministers but by 
magistrates. Wedding rings were not 
used because they were seen as “pop-
ish” (Roman Catholic).

• The early settlers of Massachusetts 
included more than one hundred 
graduates of Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. One historian termed 
Massachusetts “the best-educated 
community the world has ever known.”

• In Puritan worship, a prayer could last 
an hour or more, a sermon, two hours. 
In a lifetime, a Puritan might hear 
15,000 hours of preaching. (And you 
think when Pastor Adam goes thirty 
minutes it is too long!)

   Pastor Adam

Step Up!

     We continue raising funds to repair our front Portland 
brownstone steps. We will begin the work in the 
first two weeks of May. Help fix your front steps by 
making a donation or purchasing some wonderful 
South Church gifts. We have totebags for shop-
ping or a myriad of other uses. Go green and use 
them instead of plastic grocery bags. They are only 
$5.00 each. How about a water bottle for Mother’s 
Day? They are $10.00 each. Or, perhaps a baseball 
cap for Father’s Day? They are also $10.00. All the 
proceeds go toward the Step 
Up! Campaign. We also have 
a Go Fund Me page. Share this 
link (https://www.gofundme.com/step-up-at-south-church) 
on your Facebook page and with all your friends and family.

Luther Rice

I began working on my Doctorate of Ministry degree at Luther Rice College 
& Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia in the fall of 2016. I only have two classes plus 

my Doctoral 
Ministry Proj-
ect (DMP) left 
to complete. 
My DMP has 
been submit-

ted to my Faculty Advisory Committee and upon their approval, I will be able to 
begin implementation. I will need some volunteers to help me get an “A.” Feel 
free to speak to me about more information. With God’s grace, I plan to graduate 
on May 19, 2019.        
       Pastor Adam

Church Directory

We are currently in the process of updating 
our church directory. If you have not updat-
ed your information with the church office, 
please contact Lauren Pouliot to do so. 
You can stop by the office, call (860) 249-
8627, or email info@scchartford.org.

Support Your Church
There are so many ways to support your church! 

• Beyond making financial gifts and volunteering your time, you can make 
Goodsearch your default online web browser. If you do so, every time you 
do a search, South Church gets a penny! Just 
register at www.goodsearch.com and choose 
South Congregational Church. 

• If you shop amazon.com, go to smile.amazon.com and choose Second 
Church of Christ in Hartford as your charity. 
When you do, South Church receives .05% of 
your purchase. They mail us a check! 

• Likewise, if you buy or sell on eBay you can support South 
by going to givingworks.ebay.com and selecting South 
Congregational Church as your charity of choice. 

All of these services are free! And don’t forget, you can always give 
online through our website or with your smartphone. Just click 
the Giving Online tab at www.scchartford.org or download 
the Pushpay app and give on your phone. Support your church! 
It’s easy!
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May Sermons

“Herodias’ Daughter”
May 06                      Mark 6:14-29

“Infancy’s the tender fountain. Power may with beauty flow. 
Mother’s first to guide the streamlets; from them souls unrest-
ing grow. Grow on for the good or evil. Sunshine, streamed 
or evil hurled. For the hand that rocks the cradle, is the hand 
that rules the world.” A mother’s influence - good or bad - has 
far-reaching consequences.

“Eunice’s Son” 

May 13              2 Timothy 1:3-8a

“Blessings on the hand of women! Fathers, sons, and daugh-
ters cry. And the sacred song is mingled, with the worship in 
the sky. Mingles where no tempest darkens. Rainbows ever-
more are hurled. For the hand that rock’s the cradle, is the 
hand that rules the world.” A mother’s influence - good or bad 
- has far-reaching consequences.

“The Book of Eli”
May 20               Romans 7:21-25

Why is it always a dystopian world that arises from the ashes of 
worldwide calamity, and never a utopian one?

“Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition!”

May 27                  Luke 22:35-38

Sometimes we need to take up the sword to defend what is 
right and just. We should always honor those who willingly did 
so we did not have to.

June Sermons

“Fishbowl Fellowship”
June 03      Acts 2:42-47

“Back in the day” church was a family. We knew each other. 
We shared each other’s joys and sorrows, needs, and blessings. 
When we did, the Lord added to the fellowship those who were 
being saved.

Generation Sunday

June 10 

Come and be blessed as our children lead worship today! Our 
K-5th graders will lead the 9:30 am worship service, and our 
teens will lead Solid Ground at 11:00 am.

“Cat’s in the Cradle”

June 17                    Luke 18:15-17

Jesus knew that when seeds were planted in fertile soil, they 
produce a crop thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much 
as was planted! That is why He always had time for children. 
Dads should as well.

“Lost in Translation”
June 24                 Romans 16:1-5

Paul gets a bad rap when it comes to women. Too many peo-
ple condemn him, and as an extension Christianity, claiming 
that Christian faith is misogynistic and discriminatory toward 
women. Is it?

Upcoming Sermons: Don’t Miss Out!
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Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Is it Spring Yet?

    We have been wondering this for the past month! I am cur-
rently sitting in my office looking outside as it rains in Hart-
ford, thinking, “Why do we only see the gloom?” We forget that 
we need the rain to bring those flowers and the green of spring. 
Our Christian walk is a lot like winter into spring. Winter al-
ways comes, but there is hope that spring will happen. God 
does not promise us that we will not face the harshness of sin, 
but He does promise to help us through it.
     Here are some verses on which to meditate:

     Life will have its ups and downs. We will face sadness, death, 
hurt, and guilt from sin; but it is about where our hearts and 
minds are focused. God has never left us or forsaken us. When 
we are broken, we often fall into our own world and turn from 
God, blaming Him for our hurt and pain. The truth is, friends, 
that sin and Satan are the rulers of this world. The Enemy does 
not want you to do as God asks, he wants you to fall as he has 
done. We can defeat his desire for us by stepping up against 
him and taking in God’s Word as our foundation. We absorb 
His truth into our hearts and desire more than anything to be 
more and more like Him.

Lost & Found

     In June and July, the kids will be getting ready to go to The 
Hartford Project and Teen Camp. Until then they will continue 
to participate in church events and activities, including Youth 
Group and Cultivate.
     I’d like to point out that KJ and Cameron have stepped up 
by helping with Sunday morning breakfast, and by taking part 
in the sound and slides for second service. Haley Serrano 
has also shown initiative by helping in Afterschool, babysitting 
on Thursday night for worship and the women’s Bible study, 
and helping with slides on Sunday morning. Many students 
also help during Third Day to watch over the children.
     Keep praying over the youth as they continue to seek and 
search for God. Pray that they be the light and the change as 
they face difficulties in their community. Encourage them 
when you can!
      Candido Montijo

“I am the Lord, the God of all the peoples of the world. Is any-
thing too hard for me?”

Jeremiah 32:27

Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going 
through, as if something strange were happening to you. Instead, 
be very glad - for these trials make you partners with Christ in his 

suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his 
glory when it is revealed to all the world.

 1 Peter 12-13

“So be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic 
before them. For the Lord your God will personally go ahead of 

you. He will neither fail you nor abandon you.”
Deuteronomy 31:6

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own 
understanding. See his will in all you do, and he will show you 

which path to take.
Proverbs 3:5-6

Calling all moms!

You are invited to a special 
Mother’s Day breakfast on 
Sunday morning, May 13 from 
8:30 am to 10:30 am in Gray 
Hall. Please join us as we recog-
nize the special role moms play 
in our lives.

Mother’s Day Breakfast

Don’t forget that we join with the 
Hartford House of Prayer 
every second Thursday of the 
month for a night of prayer and 
worship. Mark your calendar for 
Thursday, May 10 and Thurs-
day, June 14 at 7:00 pm.

Prayer & Worship Night
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Perpetual Spires Lit in Loving Memory Of...

May 01
Mary Jane Stewart

by her granddaughters, 
Janis and Cathy Bryant

on the anniversary of her birth

May 08
Dorothy Dunphy
by Len Diamond

on the anniversary of her birth

May 16
Dr. Warren S. Archibald

------
Louise Daniels

by the late Cynthia Anderson and family
on the anniversary of her death

---
Susan D. Diamond

by her husband, Leonard Diamond
on the anniversary of her birth

---
Susan Dunphy Diamond

by her brothers, Steve, Tom & Bob Dunphy
on the anniversary of her birth

May 19
James Wallace

by the late Mrs. James A.S. Wallace

May 20
Mrs. Robert Higgins
by her sister-in-law, 
nieces and nephew

May 24
Our Mother, Ethel M. Smith

by her daughters, 
Jean and Ethel

June 10
Helen M. Clark & 
Fred H. Clark, Sr.

on the anniversary of their wedding
by Ted, Kathy, Cynthia, 
Christopher and Jeremy

June 17
Rev. Dr. Warren Seymour Archibald

by the late Mrs. Archibald

June 21
Howard F. Grady, Sr.

by his family
on the anniversary of his birth

June 23
Louise and Henry Valentine

in recognition of 
the years of service

they gave to South Church,
by their children

June 27
Rev. Dr. Warren Seymour Archibald
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Uganda Children’s Choir

     South Church is hosting the Imani Children’s 
Choir of Uganda in our Meeting House. Mark 
your calendars for Monday, July 30 at 7:00 
pm. The Imani concerts are an inspirational 
and exciting blend of unique arrangements, 
original compositions, praise and worship 
songs, and traditional hymns, all produced by 
Imani’s very talented choir directors.
     Expect the choir to engage, entertain, and 
unify your church audience through its uplift-
ing, upbeat songs, complex harmony arrange-
ments of the a capella, and the unique African 
dances - all bringing glory and honor to our 
Lord.

https://www.imanimilele.com

Children & Family Ministry
What We’ve Done

     We have been having so much fun in Afterschool, Sunday School, and with our special events! We enjoyed our Easter cele-
bration on March 31. In Sunday School we have been studying the life of Jesus: His baptism, His temptation, the calling of His 
disciples and His continued ministry. Enjoy the photos on the opposite page!

What’s To Come

     There is so much to look forward to for May and June! We start off strong with Faith & Family Night at Dunkin’ Donuts 
Stadium to cheer on our Hartford Yard Goats! The game is on Saturday, May 5 at 6:00 pm and fireworks 
will follow. Tickets are $7.00 a piece and are going very quickly! Get yours before they are all gone!
     Our Day at the Park has been rescheduled to Saturday, May 19 from 12:00 - 3:00 pm. Join us at 

Mikey’s Place, an all-abilities park on the corner of Garden 
Street and Nott Street in Wethersfield. We will enjoy some time 
outdoors and a nice picnic lunch!

     There will be no Kids Klub Afterschool on Monday, May 28 while we observe 
Memorial Day.

     We jump right into June with the Puerto Rican Day Parade on Saturday, June 
2. Children and youth will sell food in the front yard as a summer camp fundraiser.
 
    Our last day of Kids Klub Afterschool will be Wednesday, June 6. We will have a cookout party to celebrate a wonderful 
year!

     Sunday, June 10 is Generation Sunday! Our children will be leading worship in the 9:30 am service, while the 
teens will take over for Solid Ground at 11:00 am. 

     Our summer schedule will begin on Sunday, June 17. We will have van rides from 9:30 - 
10:30 am, snack will be provided, and Third Day will start at 11:00 am. Nursery and preschool care will also 
be available.

       With joy in serving you,
         Vicki A. Huffman

Coming in July: Lakeside Christian Camp and Vacation Bible School!!!
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The Word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among us. 

We have seen His glory, the 
glory of the One and Only, Who 

came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.

John 1:14
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860.249.8627  |  Fax: 860.293.0532
277 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06106

scchartford.org
Email: info@scchartford.org

Torchbearer online: scchartford.org/
torchbearer

Worship Times:
Traditional Service: 9:30 am

Solid Ground Service: 11:00 am

Food and Fellowship
Sunday mornings at 10:30 am

Gray Hall

facebook.com/SouthChurchHartford

Ryan Dafgek ~ Praise Team Leader 
Vicki Huffman ~ Director of Children & 

Family Ministry 
Darlene Lisella ~ Greeter

Christine Macaluso ~ Choir Director
Christine Melson ~ Organist

Candido Montijo ~ Director of Young 
Adult Ministry

Rev. Adam Söderberg ~ Senior Pastor

An imperfect Christian community; 
loving, serving, and equipping 

an imperfect world.

01 -  Robert Avery
 Darlene Lisella
03 -  Charles Webster
06 -  Daniel Dwyer
07 -  Adriana Rotondo
09 -  Garrett Nielsen
10-  Beverly Diamond
13 -  Rose Hubbard
17 -  Allison Evans
 Candido Montijo
18 - Christopher Hammond
23 -  Jennifer Paul
24 -  Mike Savery
26 -  Louise Berardino
 Linda Porter

01 -  Frank Pascale
04 -  David Happ
07 -  Marc Howes
08 -  Charity Chambers
09 -  Tony Casiano
12 -  Ed Grandahl
20 -  Janis Stewart
21 -  David Monzeglio
22 -  Susan Clark
23 -  Mary Moffat
 Ginny Pratt
 Deb Robertson
25 -  Carmen Berardino
30 - Lynda Fanfarelli

     It is with a sad heart that I have to share the news that 
our team will not be traveling to Haiti this year. Due to too 
many snow days this winter, the June trip wasn’t feasible. 
We look forward to supporting our sister church by ship-
ping them materials and donations, and we will travel to be 
with them next spring.
     If you are interested in joining us on the 2019 trip, please contact me. We have 
over a year to get ready.
     We will continue to gather supplies and raise money to rebuild the church and 
school. 
     Thank you for all you did to support us in our effort this year. We know the 
people of Camp Perrin appreciate it.
       Renée Söderberg

M25 Haiti

     If you want to learn to cook some interesting dishes and 
you love talking about Jesus and fellowshipping with other 
Christians, join us for Cooking with Christ. Each person has 
their own cooking station and prepares the recipe with in-
struction. After our dish is prepared, we get to eat it! We pre-
pare a savory dish one week and the next we make dessert.

     We will continue to meet Wednesday evenings from 6:30 - 8:30 pm in the 
kitchen until the end of June. We will be taking the summer off and start up again 
in September.

Cooking with Christ

Our 2018 trip to Haiti has been cancelled this year (see M25 article), but we will 
continue to sew for our friends there. Tentatively, we will be sending some of 
our projects with a medical team from 
Connecticut in the fall to bless our sister 
church in Camp Perrin.

Sewing Smiles


