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     As we begin 2018, it is worth looking back because God 
has done some amazing things here. In 2006, there was very 
little going on at 277 Main Street in Hartford. We had one 
worship service and a weekly bible study. Other than a small 
Youth Group, which met occasionally, and the faithful South 
Church Women, there were no other small groups or active 
ministries. Outreach was minimal. We had a Thrift Store 
open once a week, but it was soon shut down due to lack of 
patrons and volunteers. Center City Churches (now Hands 
on Hartford) had free space downstairs, but no church mem-
bers volunteered with the organization. We also rented space 
to the YWCA for a daycare downstairs, but when they ran 
out of funding, they had to close. Our footprint in the com-
munity was negligible. I wondered, if we closed our doors 
too, would anyone in Hartford really notice? Many people 
thought it was just a matter of time for us as well. Mem-
bership was declining, and no one had joined the church in 
years. However, Renée and I were 
certainly not ready to throw in the 
towel. We believed that God was 
not done with South Church. We 
were right!
     Today, when you visit South 
Congregational Church, you have 
an opportunity to worship in a tra-
ditional or contemporary service. 
Depending upon your interests, 
you can still plug in to the faithful 
South Church Women or attend 
our Bibly Study - Experiencing 
God!, but we also have Ladies 2:52 
on Monday nights, or you can go 
to Cooking With Christ, Sewing Smiles, or Holy Scrap. Men 
can fellowship with Men At Work, or you can speak to Ryan 
Dafgek about joining the Worship Team or Chamber Choir.
     If you are a young person, South Church has opportuni-
ties for you as well! Dido Montijo joined us in 2016 and 
now leads The Orchard (our Youth ministry). Lost & Found 
meets every Saturday. Cultivate meets on Sunday mornings, 
and there is a variety of special events to join in throughout 
the rest of the year, including Summer Camp!
     We have always had Sunday school, but we expanded our 
Children & Family Ministry in 2011 when Vicki Huffman 
joined our staff. Kids can now come to the The Garden on 
Sundays, as well as the Kids Klub Afterschool program on 
Mondays and Wednesdays (with dinner for them and their 

families on Wednesdays). When I first arrived, we had not 
had a Vacation Bible School in over ten years. We have VBS 
every summer now! In addition, along with the teens, the 
younger kids get to experience Summer Camp as well.
     Over the past eleven years our outreach and mission to 
our community and beyond has exploded! Anyone who vis-
its South Church will discover that we have a sister church in 
Camp Perrin, Haiti, which we support through our M25 Haiti 
ministry. We fund the entire staff of their school. Because of 
South Church, one hundred Haitian children are receiving 
an education. We also send missionaries every year to mon-
itor our investment, assist in building projects, evangelism, 
worship, as well as health and educational programs.
     South Church now serves those in need here in Hartford 
through our Sparrow Ministry. Hundreds of members of our 
community who are hungry, physically and spiritually, get 
a delicious home-cooked breakfast, prayer, encouragement 

and love. This past November we 
collaborated with Safe Deposit Box 
Ministries to host an incredible 
outreach event called “The Groom 
Room” where over 400 people 
were served with food, clothing, 
haircuts, manicures, massages, 
and a number of other services. 
We are exploring the possibility 
of an ongoing relationship with 
Safe Deposit Box Ministries. Since 
2010, 277 Main Street has also 
been the address of Grace Acade-
my. We continue to support them 
as they offer encouragement and 

an elite education to underserved girls in the fifth through 
eighth grades. We collaborate with Hartford Social Services 
through Covenant to Care for Children. We are still develop-
ing our Tree of Life Ministry, which will reach out to women 
in our community who find themselves with an unexpect-
ed pregnancy, offering them and their babies love, support, 
guidance and the gospel. We continue to support Al-Anon 
downstairs in the old Hands on Hartford space. We continue 
to host The Hartford Project (THP) every summer for two 
weeks as they bring suburban youth into the city to worship, 
pray, grow, and serve. This relationship may be expanding 
in 2018 as well.

     Continued on p. 5
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Interesting Puritan Facts
• Most people in the Puritan New En-

gland were married in June because 
they took their yearly bath in May and 
still smelled “pretty good” by June. 
However, things were beginning to 
change so brides carried a bouquet of 
flowers to hide 
the body odor. 
Hence the cus-
tom today of 
carrying a bou-
quet when get-
ting married. 
(Sounds just 
lovely!)

Speaking of baths...
• Baths consisted of a big tub filled with 

hot water. The man of the house had 
the privilege of the nice clean water, 
then all the other sons and men, then 
the women and finally the children 
- last of all the babies. By then the 
water was so dirty you could actually 
lose someone in it. Hence the saying, 
“Don’t throw the baby out with the 
bath water.”

• The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy 
had something other than dirt. Hence 
the saying, “dirt poor.”

• Sometimes they could obtain pork, 
which made them feel quite special. 
When visitors came over, they would 
hang up their bacon to show off. It 
was a sign of wealth that a man “could 
bring home the bacon.” They would 
cut off a little to share with guests and 
would all sit around and “chew the 
fat.”

• Bread was divided according to sta-
tus. Workers got the burnt bottom 
of the loaf, the family got the mid-
dle, and guests got the top, or “upper 
crust.”

I am full of useless trivia like this. Next is-
sue I will share some more.

        Pastor Adam

     There are so many different ways to support your church. Beyond making 
financial gifts and volunteering your time you can make Goodsearch your 

default online web browser. If you do so, ev-
ery single time you do a search, South Church 
gets a penny! Just register with www.good-

search.com and choose South Congregational Church. That’s it. Also, if you 
use Goodshop you can sometimes get up to 30% off your purchase. Good-
search uses Yahoo so you are getting a great web browser and supporting 
your church at the same time.
     If you shop amazon.com - I know I do - I love 
Amazon! - simply go to smile.amazon.com and 
choose South Congregational Church as your charity. When you do, South 
Church receives .05% of your purchase.

     Likewise, if you buy or sell on eBay you can support South 
Church as well. Just go to givingworks.ebay.com for 
more information and be sure to select South Congregational 
Church as your charity of choice.
     All of these services are free! It just takes a few minutes of 

your time to register. After that it’s all automatic. If you can’t figure out how to 
do it, ask anyone under the age of 25 to help you. That’s what I did! Then, you 
can simply search and shop away and support your church at the same time. 
It’s easy!
     And, don’t forget, you can give online and through your 
smartphone now too! Click the Giving Online tab on our 
new webpage (scchartford.org) or download the Push-
pay app and give from your phone.
     
Support your church! It’s easy!

Support Your Church

Christian Uber

Tutoring Opportunity

     If you are retired or have a few hours a week available, we have a young 
middle school boy in Wethersfield who could use some help with homework. 
It would consist of spending a couple of hours, a couple of times a week (or 
whatever you can do) in his home.
     If you can help, please contact me: pastoradam@scchartford.org

     Uber is a global transportation technology company that operates in 633 
cities worldwide. It is essentially a “private taxi service” where drivers use their 
own vehicles to connect with passengers through a mobile phone app and take 

them to their desired destination.
            We are interested in knowing if any church mem-

bers would be willing to participate in a voluntary 
“South Church Uber.” It would mean being willing 
to pick up someone in a geographical location of 
their choice and bring them to church or church 
events and then home again. It is basically “Chris-
tian carpooling.” There are people who are unable 

to drive, do not own a car, do not like to drive after dark or in inclement weath-
er, etc. If you live near them, how about offering a ride?
     If you are interested, please contact me: pastoradam@scchartford.org
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Children and Family Ministries
     What a beautiful season: decorating, lights, gifts, and at 
the top of the list is Jesus. He is lifted high above all else! 
In Children and Family Ministries we have had a wonderful 
couple of months celebrating His coming in many different 
ways.
     This year, due to the generosity of Christ the King Parish 
in Wethersfield and South Church members’ donations, we 
were able to pro-
vide 48 families 
with Thanks-
giving baskets 
of blessings and 
turkeys... quite a 
huge jump from 
the fifteen we 
have normally been able to provide! Thank you to all who 
contributed.
     As is our tradition, we decorated the church and celebrat-
ed advent together: having lunch, making snowmen crafts, 
singing carols, and lighting our Christmas tree out front! It 
was a great afternoon of fellowship and fun!

     A great time was had on Sunday, December 3, skating at 
Bushnell Park! It is a kid favorite - every year we look for-
ward to skating together... and some watching! 🙂
    December brought such fun as we learned about the Ad-
vent wreath. We lit candles each week and sang our “Light 
One Candle” song. Traditions are important in our chil-

dren’s lives and it is a joy to share some 
very meaningful ones.
     And then there was the pageant - 
WOW! The rehearsal went off without 
a hitch... even with the storm of one 
inch. It was truly a blessed time as kids 
took this one rehearsal so seriously. 
The next evening was pure joy in the 

midst of chaos. I shared 
with the attendees that 
this was not a one-per-
son job. It takes at least 
20 adults to manage all 
the music, lights, com-
munication, costumes, 
makeup, and supervi-
sion of children. The 

behind-the-scenes folks are the unsung heroes. I want to 
thank Donna Peatfield who 
has been a constant support, as 
well as the moms who turned 
into shepherds for the eve-
ning: Caryn Pascale, Anita 
DiGloria, Lolly Garcia and 
Jenn Paul. I am so thankful 
to share the pageant tradition 

I grew up with, praying seeds of 
faith will be planted for genera-
tions to come.
“Fear not! For behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people. 
For unto us is born this day 
in the city of David, a savior 

which is Christ the Lord.” 
              Luke 2:10-11

Looking Ahead: Children and Family Ministries
     Upcoming events for all ages for fun and fellowship! Sunday, January 21 from 1-3 pm in Gray Hall... REINDEER 
GAMES return! Come enjoy a light lunch after church and join in on some of your favorite board games. We have a great 
assortment of games here at the church... or bring your favorite from home! A warm afternoon to laugh, eat, and enjoy 
our church community! Invite friends - the more the merrier! Please note, children under six must be accompanied by a 
parent or adult.
     February brings our annual Roller Skating Party at Ron-a-Roll in Vernon on Saturday, February 24. The party is 
from 4:30-6:30 pm with Christian music. Skates are available for all sizes. The cost is $9.00 and skate rental is included 
with entry. Scholarships are available for students who need them. You may bring your own inline skates or rent them at 
the facility. We will carpool from the church, leaving at 4:00 pm.
     Throughout January, we will be collecting Gifts of Warmth to help the members of our community in need. We will be 
looking for warm gloves, scarves, hats, mittens and socks. Thank you in advance for your donations!
     More details about our upcoming events will be available in the new year. I hope you all had a Merry Christmas, and 
I wish you all a Happy New Year! It will be a great one!     
         With Joy in Serving the Lord with you all ~ 
                    Vicki A. Huffman
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May the Spirit Be With You

     Last year was a blast with a lot of learning and godly 
insight from the Holy Spirit and close friends. When God 
directed me to change the direction of the youth group, he 
brought a challenge. The change was not huge, but the op-
portunity to open their imaginations has been a blast. God 
has shown me we have a lot of talented youth that need op-
portunities to shine.
     Last year we grew from adding 6th graders to three new 
older youth. We now have several in high school, woot! 
Plus, I have seen a lot of spiritual growth and human ma-
turity in many of our students. They were involved in many 
activities, from Advent Saturday to the pageant, while sev-
eral have been helping Ms. Vicki during Third Day or in the 
nursery. It has been a pleasure to watch many of them being 
willing to speak to many from the first service. If you have 
not met our youth, take the time to 
talk with them.
     November into December is our 
busiest time, and many of our stu-
dents were beginning to see church 
in a different light. Our Sunday 
morning Christian education class, 
Cultivate, has become the pinna-
cle of growth and training as we 
have continued to educate our two 
groups, girls and boys, on dating, relationships and God. 
The cool part is that it has molded into two small groups 
where we talk about what it means to be men and women of 
God. Some great questions, good talks, insight, truth, and 
growth has come from the two groups. Joanna Serrano 
has done an amazing job leading the girls, with the support 
of Brit Montijo and Sarah Savery (who is learning and 
teaching). Michael Serrano  and I have been leading the 
boys on their journey.
     The new year means we continue our talks and look for 
opportunities for them to use their wisdom. We do have 
plans to have a play in April, after Easter. Haley Serra-
no is writing and directing it under my leadership. We will 
have auditions and we will need help with stage crew. We 

will need help with costumes and stage props, but right now 
it is all about putting the pieces together. Pray as we do our 
first play as a youth group.
     We are looking for men and women (21+) who would like 
to help out more with youth group when we have events. I 
would like to have a boys’ night and girls’ night in January 
or February. The students would spend the night at South 
Church and bond with fun activities. There would be a les-
son involved, but the idea is to bond. We have youth group 
on Saturdays at 10:00 am. Please let me know if you would 
like to teach a lesson, craft, or hobby, or anything that could 
help them (life skills like ironing, folding clothes, etc.). This 
is part of the youth group’s philosophy.
     We are planning on special days to do Star Wars Bat-
tles and Nerf Wars in the near future. If you are a child at 

heart and would like to participate 
in these fun activities, please let me 
know. If you would like to donate 
money for any of these activites, 
please give it to me. If you’d like to 
donate snacks or order pizza - or 
maybe even give your time - please 
do. The students would love to see 
that you love them and care for 
them.

     We will be using the play as a fundraiser for camp and 
THP. We have many more youth, but I want them to earn 
their spot. If you have any projects that they can do for you, 
please let me know. We have some church activities with 
Ms. Vicki, but we will also do our own thing. Camp and THP 
are vital to their growth. Thank you all for your prayers, 
kind words and support. God is building this youth group, 
and I am excited to be a part of the growth. God has been 
using my struggles, books and godly friends to open my 
eyes to the spirit’s involvement in unique ways. It has been 
an incredible journey, and seeing the spiritual battle around 
me is just... WOW! God is good and God is in control!

     Candido Montijo

“Churches that communicate 
the gospel of Jesus at the 

centerpiece of God’s story are 
more likely to have young 
people with greater faith 
vibrancy and maturity.”

- Growing Young

βάπτω

     The Greek word baptō (βάπτω) from which we get the word “baptize” literally translates: “to dip,” “to submerge,” “to 
immerse,” “to cover wholly with a fluid.” Other Greek words such as louō, niptō, or rhainō mean “washing,” or “sprin-
kling.” Baptō is the word used in the New Testament every time baptism is mentioned, such as in Matthew 3, “After his 
baptism and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. And a voice from the 

heaven said, ‘This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.’” (Mat-
thew 3:16-17)
     If you are interested in baptism (βάπτω) “coming up out of the water” as Jesus did, have 
any questions, or are just curious, feel free to come to the next Baptism Class on Satur-
day, February 10 from 9:00 to noon in the Parlor. For additional information, contact: 
pastoradam@scchartford.org
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The State of the Church
Continued from p. 1

     The South Congregational Church staff continues to work 
in the community through organizations like Urban Alli-
ance, Faith Based Initiative, and World Vision. Along with 
being involved with Vicki and Dido in those ministries, I 
also meet twice a month with local pastors in a John 17:23 
Hartford Clergy Group, join with dozens of local pastors 
and churches in the Hartford Churches Unity Collabora-
tive, work with the South Park Inn, and spoke at the last 
SoDo NRZ (South Downtown Neighborhood Regional Zone) 
meeting. I also continue to serve as President of the Con-
necticut Bible Society and work with radio stations WJMJ, 
WIHS, and WSDK, recording devotional spots and Bread of 
Life programs. As a part of my Doctorate of Ministry degree, 
in 2018, I will be developing and implementing a Compre-
hensive Evangelism Ministry, where we form teams of two 
or three to go out into Hartford and share the gospel as well 
as invite them to South Church.
     We now have a great website and Facebook page, Dido 
and I have blogs, and things are just going to get better as 
we now have a wonderfully talented Director of Communi-
cations in Lauren Pouliot!
     As I mentioned earlier, we now have two Sunday wor-
ship opportunities. We have also added a Next Generation 
Service in June led by our youth, a special Holy Thursday 

service where we recreated the Last Supper, a Good Friday 
service, a Thanksgiving Service “In the Manner of the Pil-
grims,” a new Christmas Celebration Service began in 2017, 
as well as the return of our 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service.  
We have fun with an annual Hawaiian Shirt Sunday, a Ned 
Flanders Sunday, a Bow Tie Sunday, and on December 17 we 
had our third Annual Ugly Christmas Sweater Sunday!
     None of this was going on eleven years ago! It is also 
important to note that last Sunday marked the 100th new 
member that has joined South Church since 2006.
     None of us knows what the future holds, but we know Who 
holds the future. It has been a wild ride for Renée and me, 
but we were right! If South Church closed its doors today, it 
absolutely would be noticed, and it is NOT just a matter of 
time. Not anymore.
     I encourage everyone to look back and see what has 
happened. God has done so many amazing things over the 
past eleven years with and through South Congregational 
Church! You should expect nothing less of Him than to do 
many more incredible things as plans begin to be made to 
celebrate the 350th anniversary in 2020.
     The state of this church is so vastly different than it was a 
decade ago. Glory be to God!
              Pastor Adam

The Second Church of Christ, 
Hartford

     The story of South Congregational Church began in 1637 
when Reverend Thomas Hooker fled England. Landing at 

Plymouth, Massachusetts on September 
4, 1633, Reverend Hooker was then called 
to be the first pastor of the church at 
Newtown (now Cambridge), Massachu-
setts.1  Newtown, however, had a limited 
amount of arable land available, which 
was critical in an agrarian society that 
subsisted on farming. Reverend Hook-
er also became embroiled in a swelling 

controversy with the preeminent minister and theologian of 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Reverend John Cotton, re-
garding voting privileges within a Congregational church. By 
1636, the culmination of these factors led Reverend Hook-
er and his associate Reverend Samuel Stone to leave. Along 
with a group of one hundred people, they headed due west 
and founded a settlement in the Connecticut Colony, naming 
it “Hartford” after Reverend Stone’s birthplace of “Hertford, 
England.” They also founded the new town’s first church - 
The First Church of Christ, Hartford.2  We know it today as 

“Center Church, Hartford.”
     In 1647, Reverend Hooker died. Reverend Stone succeed-
ed him, and not long after that, a serious conflict broke out. 
Reverend Stone and a majority of the church membership 
represented one party. The other consisted of supporters 
of the late Reverend Hooker.3  As a resolution could not be 
found, the minority wanted to leave. Leaving was not easy 
to do in seventeenth-century Puritan New England. Permis-
sion from the General Court of the Connecticut Colony was 
required to withdraw church membership.

     Finally, on February 22, 1670, 
Reverend John Whiting and thiry-one 
former members of the First Church 
of Christ, Hartford, along with their 
families, were allowed to form the 
Second Church of Christ, Hartford.4

     Thursday, February 22, 2o18 will 
be our 348th birthday. What an amaz-

ing testimony of God, the Second Church of Christ, Hartford 
(South Congregational Church) has been and will continue 
to be in the years to come. Happy Birthday, South!

Rev. Thomas Hooker

1670 Meeting House

1 Baird Tipson, Hartford Puritanism: Thomas Hooker, Samuel Stone, and Their Terrifying God (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015), 48-49.
2 Connecticut, Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society, Vol. 2. (Hartford, CT: Case, Lockwood & Brainard, 1870), 59-63.
3 Dr. Benjamin Trumbull, Complete History of Connecticut, Civil and Ecclesiastical, from the Emigration of Its First Planters from England in 1630- 
 1713, Vol. 1. (Hartford, CT: Hudson & Goodwin, 1797), 308.
4 Dr. Edwin Pond Parker, History of the Second Church of Christ in Hartford  (Hartford, CT: Belknap & Warfield, 1892), 45.
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January
 
04 – Elaine Johnson
05 – Gerald Hancock 
          Frances Trombley 
06 – Chris Savery
09 – Shelly Casiano

   February

   01 – Barbara Bradley 
   08 -  Kelly Travers
   09 – Theresa Carpenter
   15 – Pam Mautino
            Winston Paul       
   12 – Linda Conner 
   22 – South Church 
   26 – Marj Weidlich

Cooking With Christ

860.249.8627  |  Fax: 860.293.0532
277 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06106

scchartford.org
Email: info@scchartford.org

Torchbearer online: scchartford.org/
torchbearer

Worship Times:
Traditional Service: 9:30 am

Solid Ground Service: 11:00 am

Food and Fellowship
Sunday mornings at 10:30 am

Gray Hall

facebook.com/SouthChurchHartford

Rev. Adam Söderberg ~ Senior Pastor
Vicki Huffman ~ Director of Children & 

Family Ministry
Candido Montijo ~ Director of Young 

Adult Ministry
Christine Macaluso ~ Choir Director

Christine Melson ~ Organist
Ryan Dafgek ~ Praise Team Leader

Darlene Lisella ~ Greeter

     Do you love to cook? Do you wish you had some fresh recipes? Do you want 
to learn how to cook? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then we 
want you at Cooking with Christ on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 in 
the kitchen. Every week we explore recipes that teach us new techniques and 
are delicious! Every person creates their own dish from a recipe. And the best 
part of the evening is that we get to eat our creations! For more information, 
contact Renée at renee.soderberg@gmail.com.

M25 Haiti

     There are still openings for team members for our 2018 mission trip to Haiti 
from June 21-28! We have room for you! During this trip, our plan is to finish 
the building project we started in 2017. These are the repairs of our school and 
church building that was severely damaged in the hurricane in October 2016. 
We are working very hard to raise the $10,000 that we need to finish this proj-
ect. Keep watching the bulletin boards for announcements of fundraisers. If 
you are interested in traveling with us this year, please email me at m25haiti@
gmail.com.

Sewing Smiles

     Dresses, drawstring backpacks, tote bags, activity bags, feminine hygiene 
kits, and tablecloths... these are some of the items we made this past year in 
Sewing Smiles. We would love to have you join us on the first Saturday of every 
month to sew one of our projects or come and sew your own projects. Sewing 
machines and supplies are all provided. We meet in the Elmore room on the 
lower level from 9:00 am-4:00pm. Come for part of the day, or the whole day. 
At noon we take a break and enjoy our lunches brought from home. It is a great 
time of work and fellowship!

Holy Scrap!

     Every Tuesday from 3-8 pm, and the second Saturday of the month, we get 
together in the Elmore Room to work on our scrapbooks. Some are working 
on family albums, some are working on vacation albums... the choice is yours. 
Bring your photos, an album, and adhesive and share our supplies and tools 
to create your own memories. We have a Sizzix, Cricut, Cuttlebugs and tons 
of other tools, rubber stamps, embossing powders and paper, etc. It is a fun, 
creative time!

Renée  Söderberg

Keep in Prayer:

Bethesda Church of Camp Perrin
Marie LeVan  Brenda Clarke
Charles Elphick  Jack O’Connell
Marj Weidlich  Makayla Thomas
Ed Grandahl  Eleanor Peterson
Dennis Gainey  Helen Hubbard
Nancy Springer  Rose Reitmyer

An imperfect Christian 
community. Loving, serving, 
and equipping an imperfect 

world.


